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The message of Bishop Lai 


Gaining Strength to Bear Fruit 


Reported by Julia Lin 


Bishop David Lai, in a recently published 
letter to readers of Chinese in the Diocese 
of Taiwan, used a verse from the Second 
Letter of Paul to the Corinthians as the 
theme of his message. In that verse, 
Paul’s answer from the Lord to Paul's 
prayers for relief from his distress is “My 
grace is all you need, for my power is 
greatest when you are weak.” (2 Corin- 
thians 12:9). 


In illustrating the strength and relevance of 
this verse, Bishop Lai looked to his own 
experience during the month of July. It 
was during that month that he and his wife 
moved from Tainan to Taipei to assume 
his new post as bishop of the diocese. 
The exact day on which they moved was 
July 30, 2001, the same day that Typhoon 
Tao-Cji struck the island. 


To further illustrate his point, Bishop Lai 
offered his thanks to God that Archbishop 
Peter Kwong, of the Province of Hong 
Kong, and Archbishop Yong Ping-Chung, 
of the Diocese of Sabah, were both able to 
attend his Installation. Bishop Lai stated 
he was gratified that Archbishop Kwong 
and Archbishop Yong were able to give 
him separate retreats at the time of his In- 
stallation, since he recognized the impor- 
tance of spiritual retreats to someone 
newly installed as the leader of a diocese. 


The Bishop urged a diocese-wide corpo- 
rate attention to the charge given in the 
Great Commission: “And Jesus came and 
said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go there- 
fore and make disciples of all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything that | 
have commanded you. And remember | 
am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20). The Bishop’s 
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emphasis to the people of the Diocese of 
Taiwan in regard to The Great Commis- 
sion was that it is vital to respond to it with 
all one’s heart and with all one’s mind. 
The Bishop further said that Mordecai’s 
warning and encouragement to Esther 
when she was reluctant to approach King 
Ahasuerus to plead for the lives of the 
Jews had stuck him vividly; “For if you 
keep silence at such a time as this, relief 
and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another quarter, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps 
you have come to royal dignity for just 
such a time as this.” (Esther 4:14). 


Bishop Lai’s final admonition to the dio- 
cese was that everyone who has been 
baptized and confirmed in the Christian 
church should live as a real Christian, in 
the manner that Jesus taught in the Gos- 
pel. In particular, the Bishop cited John 
14:21; “They who have my command- 
ments and keep them are those who love 
me; and those who love will be loved by 
my Father, and | will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” He also cited John 15:8; 
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.”, 
John 15:16; You did not choose me but | 
chose you. And | appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Fa- 
ther will give you what ever you ask him in 
my name.”, and Galatians 5:22-23; “By 
contrast the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
There is no law against such things.” 


In conclusion, Bishop Lai wished God’s 
blessing on the churches of the Diocese of 


Taiwan. ? Pe 
CES 


FRIENDSHIP 


The Most Rev. 
Peter Kwong 


The Rt. Rev. 
Louis Tsui 


The Rt. Rev. 
Thomas Soo 


The Rt. Rev. 
Augustine Takano 


The Most Rev. 
Paul Yoon 


The Rt. Rev. 
Matthew Chung 


The Rt. Rev. 
Joseph Dae-Yong Lee 


Mrs. Susanna 
Yoon-Yup Lee 


The Most Rev. 
Yong Ping-Chung 


Mrs. Julia Yong 


The Rt. Rev. 
Yong Cheng-Fah 


Mrs. Mida Yong 


The Rt. Rev. 
Lim Chen-Ean 


Mrs. Amy Lim 


The Most Rev. 
Ignacio C. Soliba 


Mrs. Gloria Soliba 


The Rt. Rev. 
Muguel P. Yamoyam 


The Rt. Rev. 
Edward Malecdan 


Mrs. Myrnam Malecdan 


The Rt. Rev. 
Alexander A. Wandag 


Province of Hong Kong 
Eastern Kowloon 
Western Kowloon 
Osaka 

Taejon 

Seoul 


Pusan 


Sabah 


West Malaysia 


Province of 
Philippines 


Northern Philippines 


Santiage 


he Rt. Rev. 
oel Pachao 


Mrs. Precilla Pachao 


he Rt. Rev. 
ames Manguramas 


Mrs. Vila 
Linda Manguramas 


e Rt. Rev. 
Benjamin Botengan 


Mrs. Kate Botengan 


he Rt. Rev. 
Renato M. Abibico 


he Most Rev. 
omas Millamena 


he Rt. Rev. 
Philip Huggins 


he Rt. Rev. 
ohn Chew 


Mrs. Christine Chew 


he Rt. Rev. 
ohn Chien 


Mrs. Grace Chien 


he Rt. Rev. 
David Lai 


Mrs. Lili Lai 

he Rev. Tony 
Siu-Kei Au-Tiung 
Mr. James Chee 


Mr. Keith Chua 


Mrs. Irene Chua 


Mr. Tutik Garuda 


PAGE 3 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE 2001 CCEA MEETING 
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UTO Funds for Green Pasture 
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It was recently announced that the United Thank Offering (UTO) of the Episcopal 
Church U.S.A. had awarded $30,000 to fund the completion of the interior of the 
Green Pasture, a new community center, purchased by Good Shepherd, Taipei. 
The Green Pasture, designed to reach out and serve the neighborhood surround- 
ing Good Shepherd, is providing a home to the community services which Good 
Shepherd brings to the Shihlin area north of Taipei. 


3rd Annual English Language Summer Camp at SJSMIT 


Four American college students from North 
Carolina, South Carolina, lowa and California 
served as language tutors to Taiwan middle 
and high school students working to improve 
their English language skills during two two- 
week summer camp sessions at St. John’s 
and St. Mary’s Institute of Technology in July. 


The tutors, Ed Brands, Katie Pieper, Paul 
Heider, and Frances Chee, taught classes, 
directed athletic activities, and worked one- 
on-one and in small groups with the students. 


Students and tutors on break at the Taipei Zoo camp field trip. 


During the camp, students studied American 
culture as well as English. With the help of 
their tutors, they learned about art, music, ~ 
slang, and community service, as well as 
about English verbs, prepositions and using 
the internet. 


Plans are now being developed for the 2002 
English Language Camp. Details will be 
announced as they become available. 


FRIENDSHIP 


Christina Hai 


What made you become a Christian? 


It was when | was 20 years old, my 
younger brother had a serious car acci- 


dent and one night when 
he was in the hospital 
there suddenly came to 
him the cerebral hemor- 
rhage. While taking a 
computer scanning of his 
_ brain, he struggled a lot, 
and the doctor couldn't do 
it properly, so my father 
prayed in a panic to God 
that if you can save my 
- son now, then I'll bring all 
my family to worship you 
in the church. God an- 
swered his prayer, and 
my brother calmed down 
immediately. So, | went to 
church with my _ father 
since then. 


What has the effect on 
your life been? 


My life was unhappy be- 
fore | knew Christ and 
there was no peace to 
me, either. There are 
many conflicts between 
my parents, which can 
never been solved. But, 
since | started going to 
Church, things have been 
changed. It’s not that my 
parents are totally differ- 
ent, but | have peace in 
my heart, and | know 
there is the One who will 


take good care of us. | know where to find 
help when I'm afraid and lost. 
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What does it give to your life today? 


I'm really happy being a Christian today. 
For God has done so many wonderful 


This spotlight profile is on 
Christina Hat, Church of the 
Advent, Tam Shut. Christina, 
her husband Paul, and their two 
young sons are active church 
members and devout 
Christians. Christina sings in 
the choir and is active tw prayer 
and Bible study groups. She 
also teaches Sunday School 
and is a leader in Advent 
Church's evangelism program. 
Christina is employed as the 
secretary to the president of St. 
John's § St. Mary's Institute of 
Technology. Iw this profile she 
tells tw her own words about her 
Christ-centered world. The 
strength of Christina’s faith ts 
not unique, but the exemplary 
way iw which she lives out that 
faith makes hers an important 
statement for today’s church. 


things to me during these years since | 
knew Him. He also strengthens me to 
live a life not only for myself, but also 


for those who Jesus 
leads into my life. There 
is hope in a world which 
seems hopeless, and 
love for those who are 
not loveable. Mostly, the 
faith in Jesus’ salvation 
will always set me free 
from all my sins, and 
keep me going on the 
path where | can finally 
be with Him. 


How do you experience 
Christianity in your day- 
to-day life? 


It was so precious that 
God give his Children: 
the Words to follow for 
their daily life. | can ex- 
perience His faithfulness 
and to know him better 
through studying what 
the Holy Spirit inspired in 
his words. Two years 
ago | experienced being 
baptized by the Holy 
Spirit, and started pray- 
ing in tongue. Thereaf- 
ter, | have a more deep 
and close relationship 
with God in my praying 
life. | thank God for shar- 
ing this spiritual gift with 
me and make me an in- 
tercessor before Him. It’s 
so true that God walk 


with me day after day as He promised in 
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you. 


Joshua1:5 “I'll never leave you nor forsake 
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We’re on the WEB!! A PRAYER IN TIMES OF CONFISICT 


SISTOTO 


Aue 


http://www.dfms. 
org/taiwan 


© God, You have bound us together in a com- 
mon life. figlp us, in the midst of our strug- 
glzs for justice and truth, to confront ong an- 
other without hatred or bitterness, and to 
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oe 02-23411265 8 work together with mutual forbgaraneg and 
Fax: 02-23962014 2 respect; through Jesus Christ our lord. 
Email: skhtpe@ms12.hinet.net qimen. 
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The Episcopal 


Diocese of Taiwan 
The Rt. Rev. 
John C.T. Chien, 
Bishop 


From the Book of Common Prayer 
According to the use of The Episcopal Church 
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